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NEWSLETTER 

Summer (3) 2019 

Dear Parents, Carers and Friends, 

This last newsletter of the academic year brings a host of good news stories. It has been an excellent 

year at Bishop Challoner, and my sincere thanks to all who have contributed to our success.  

We say farewell to colleagues Mr Howe, Mrs Tarantino-Hinds, Miss Southcombe, Dr. Collins, Mr Gook, 

Mrs Boyd, Mrs Mills and Mrs Hoiles who have given so much over the years to our school. We wish 

them the very best in their promotions, new positions and adventures. 

Mass on the last day of term is always a special and uplifting occasion. The readings we have selected 

are based around the theme of charity, which has been such a prominent feature of our school life this 

past year. We remember Bishop Challoner’s last words, “for charity”, and thank our students, and you – 

the wider community for all your help and contributions to our chosen charities.  

Our Governors deserve a special mention this year. They have gone above and beyond in their 

commitment to training and time spent in school with departments and meetings. My thanks to them 

for their dedication to our school. 

My best wishes and prayers for a wonderful summer holiday. Have a well-deserved break, and come 

back safe in September. God bless. 

Mr Wright 

Summer Reflection 

In a year where the world looks for change in our relationship with God’s earth, this summer may we… 

“See nature as a magnificent book in which God speaks to us and grants us 

a glimpse of his infinite beauty and goodness…The world is a joyful mystery 

to be contemplated with gladness and praise.” 

Pope Francis, ‘Laudato Si’ 
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Bishop Challoner Catholic School declare that ‘The Time is Now’ to halt 

climate change! 

Last week, some Y10 student leaders, 

with teachers from the RE and Science 

departments, followed CAFOD’s 

rallying call to lobby Parliament. 

Having been inspired by learning 

about stewardship, environmental 

issues and catholic social teaching in 

science, geography and RE, these 

students led an inspiring assembly on 

the message of Laudato Si and put 

forward CAFOD’s challenge to become 

Zero heroes. Every tutor group was 

photographed forming a zero shape and these photos were used to create a banner representing our 

whole community’s call for urgent action.  

It was a fantastic opportunity for our students to experience putting faith into action, calling others to 

‘care for our Common Home.’ The older generation loved their presence there and our students said that 

they were heartened to see the older generations also care passionately about our earth.  

They had an interview with Bishop John Arnold, who was keen to hear their ideas and thoughts and then 

they all joined the Walk of Witness with people of many faiths and none. The mood was uplifting, full of 

energy and a medley of heartfelt chants accompanied the march. There was a tangible sense of solidarity 

amongst everyone there. 

A couple of hours were spent in the CAFOD Schools area, 

where more banners were painted, fruit smoothies were 

created through cycling, discussions with CAFOD volunteers 

were had and lunch was eaten. At 2pm, everyone gathered 

for the alarms to go off, as a ‘wake up’ call for Parliament to 

take their pledges for climate action seriously and now.  

Although our local MP was unable to join the lobby line 

before our departure, they walked along the lobby line, 

witnessing MPs stood listening and responding to their 

constituents. It was a powerful scene to witness. We even 

bumped into Catherine and Kevin from Caritas in the Lobby line.  

On Friday, Y10 were able to lobby our Basingstoke MP, Maria Miller after all, as she extended her 

scheduled visit in order to discuss their concerns about climate emergency. They came away feeling heard 

and inspired to do even more and were heartened somewhat to hear about some new initiatives that 

Basingstoke are putting in place to do their bit.  
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The next group of ABA Heroes are trained up to tackle bullying and 
promote respect with the Diana Award 
 

On 3rd July, 14 pupils took part in a one-
day anti-bullying training session run by 
The Diana Award at Bishop Challoner 
Catholic School. Together with eighty-
plus students from other secondary 
schools, they worked together and 
acquired vital skills to enable them to 
change the attitudes and behaviours of 
bullying in their school by building their 
skills and confidence to address different 
situations, both online and off.   

 

The Diana Award’s free Anti-Bullying Ambassador Programme which is available to schools across the UK, 
sees trainers working with students and other young people to change the attitude surrounding bullying. 
The programme has a strong peer-to-peer focus, with trainers giving young people the skills and 
confidence to become Anti-Bullying Ambassadors to tackle bullying in their schools long after the training 
has finished. The Diana Award’s anti-bullying work is recognised as world-class thanks to this sustainable 
approach. 

 

The training looked at bullying in different situations including face-to-face and online. At the end of the 
day, pupils made an action plan of how to approach bullying issues that may arise in their schools and 
committed to their roles as Anti-Bullying Ambassadors. 

  

Commenting on the training, the Y9 team 
said that they were excited to get into tutor 
groups and assemblies and make our 
fantastic school even more welcoming and 
supportive for all.  

 

To add to their skills, the same team, 
together with an additional ten Y9 
students will be trained in peer mentoring 
and wellbeing before the end of term. They 
will be beacons for the rest of the school 
and we are all grateful for their compassion 
and volunteering.  
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Multi-faith Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

50 year 8 students travelled to Southampton on the 2nd of July to explore different places of worship, a 

Hindu Temple, Sikh Gurdwara and a Muslim Mosque.  

After arriving just in time to watch Puja (Hindu worship) 

happen, a multi-sensory experience, Y8 then walked to 

experience the music and sights of the nearby Gurdwara. 

They heard the ethereal Sikh music and one brave 

student helped demonstrate how to tie a Sikh turban. 

Next, everyone got to experience the generosity of the 

free Langar (kitchen). This is an important part of Sikh 

tradition that offers the service/ charity of free food 

every day to anyone who arrives to eat. Students went 

up for seconds and third helpings, it was so delicious. 

Afterwards, they were able to respond with some sewa 

(service) themselves as they all helped to wash up their plates.  

Lastly, it was a short stroll to the Mosque where important questions were answered and Y8 discussed 

the main pillars of Islam. One student was dressed in the clothing of a Muslim making the Hajj 

pilgrimage. Its all-white appearance signifies equality and purity in the sight of God. Often Muslims are 

buried in these pilgrimage clothes.  

 Our young people were incredibly respectful 

and demonstrated a great interest in the 

customs and practices of these faith groups. 
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CAFOD Climate Change-makers Workshops 

Y7 and Y8 welcomed CAFOD volunteer, Steve 

Deadman into school for a couple of days over 

the past week. He led an interactive workshop 

highlighting the environmental issues in Lima, 

Peru and the great youth-led projects that the 

young Peruvians have responded with.  

Students were given extra-ordinary permission 

to use their mobiles in the workshop to 

download the new Zappar app and use it to bring posters to life. Everyone was wowed by the augmented 

reality experience and worked together to note their observations.  

As an older volunteer, it was fascinating for our younger students to hear Steve talk about how little was 

known about the impact of plastic (which was welcomed as a near miracle substance when he was a boy) 

and share his journey to environmental awareness. They watched a summary of Pope Francis’ call to Care 

for our Common Home in Laudato Si and came up with ideas of the differences they could make here in 

school and in their local communities.  
 

  

 

 

 

 

Explore Relationships Conference 

On Wednesday this week, Y10 experienced the Explore Marriage 

conference. During this time, they had the opportunity to explore what 

influences their current ideas about love and relationships and consider 

their own hopes and fears about marriage and relationships.  

Having done this, Y10 classes enjoyed a dialogue with two different married 

couples; invited to ask them absolutely anything they wanted to about their 

relationship. There were some fabulous questions asked about resolving 

arguments, specific challenges, how they knew that they were in love. 

Students were grateful for the openness and vulnerability of the couples and 

left reflecting on the importance of open communication, friendship, 

compromise and fun! 
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Wellbeing Mentor Training 

This week saw the training and commissioning of a brand new team of Y9 

Wellbeing Mentors. Over the past year, the focus of the Wellbeing Mentors 

has developed towards more one-to-one support and mentoring, so the 

training has been adapted to reflect the skillset required.  

They have been trained in active listening, agreement and boundary setting, 

safeguarding and data protection, goal-setting and reflective questioning. 

Some additional preparation for the mentoring role will continue in the early 

weeks of the new year. Our school community is extremely grateful for their commitment to raising the 

happiness and self-worth of all students here.  

Mrs Cripps 

Cyber Ambassadors visit Primary Schools 

Last week, as cyber ambassadors from Bishop Challoner School we visited our partner schools, St Bede's 
in Basingstoke, St Anne's in Basingstoke and St John the Baptist's in Andover, to meet all the current Year 
6 children. 
 
We started with a presentation aimed at illustrating to Y6 how to cyber-savvy at secondary school. We 
discussed the importance of being safe online, debated the pro and cons of social media and explored 
what to do about cyber bullying. They got the chance to vote and share their ideas with us too, which was 
fun. Elisa, in Y9 had produced a leaflet just for Y6, with our Tops Tips for being socially safe online.  
 
After that, we were more than happy to answer the many questions the Year 6 students wanted to ask. 
They especially were curious to find out what our experience had been like, how we faced the transition 
from primary to secondary and what the first days will be like. 
 
We were all very happy and proud to answer all the questions we were asked, as we felt we were doing 
something very useful for them. We provided them with our first-hand experience, allowing the children 
to feel at ease by speaking to other children, as if we were just older brothers and sisters. 
We believe that the Year 6 children appreciated hearing secondary school children's point of view and we 
think that, being close to them in age, we might see things in a similar perspective. We are sure that 
hearing our thoughts and opinions first hand will help the future Year 7 to start picturing themselves in 
their new adventure without any false myths they might have 
heard or imagined. 
 
Overall, we are proud and honoured to have had the chance to 
prepare and complete this task, as we believe our audience felt 
reassured about the big step they will take in September, looking 
forward to visiting Bishop Challoner in a couple of weeks and 
even more to join our school community after the summer 
holidays. 
 
 
The Cyber Ambassadors Team  
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Caritas Projects: Thanks from Residents at John Eddie Court  

The residents have really appreciated the afternoon tea parties we have organised at John Eddie Court, 

across the road from the school and especially the entertainment provided by students from Y11 and Y10 

earlier in the academic year and from Y10 and Y9 this term.  We received a lovely ‘thank you’ card from 

the residents, expressing their appreciation with comments such as: “Thank you for your music and 

singing”; “Thank you for all your entertainment”; “Thank you for all you do for us”; “Thank you for caring 

so much”.  Well done to all the students and staff involved – please come again next year! 

 

Caritas Projects: Prayer Labyrinth 

Our Caritas Dragons’ Den project for 2018 was 

to seek funding for the materials to create a 

temporary Prayer Labyrinth.  Inspired by the St 

Michael’s Hospice Labyrinth she had seen on a 

school outreach project at the hospice, Mary 

Lee originally wanted to build a paved prayer 

labyrinth in the school grounds for the use of 

students and staff and as an outreach project 

to feeder primary schools and parishioners.  

However, to build a labyrinth of that quality 

was too expensive! 

 

Mary then learnt about a Methodist labyrinth project in Tadley, where a temporary labyrinth was created 

using cords lain on the ground.  The students on the Dragons’ Den team liked this idea, which also provided 

greater flexibility.  They liked the idea of being able to take it out to feeder primary schools.   

Their proposal was to explain to Y6s about prayer labyrinths; lead a teambuilding exercise to lay out the 

labyrinth on the school field, playground or in a hall; lead a craft activity to make a paper flower on a stalk 

and encourage pupils to write on the petals things for which they are grateful; accompany them on their 

journey to the centre of the labyrinth, reflecting on those gifts; placing their flower in a vase in a display 

at the centre and offering a prayer of thanks; reflecting on the journey back out of the labyrinth on what 

they can do in the future to demonstrate their thanks.   

 

A cord labyrinth could be used at different locations for different purposes – for example as an act of 

remembrance by the bereaved or a spiritual space where one can journey with Jesus every step of the 

way and unravel problems in prayer and reflection.  A simple Labyrinth Prayer Guide was produced for 

users and the idea was to offer participants hospitality afterwards.   

 



8 
 

The Diocesan Dragons generously gave us the funding to buy three reels of differently coloured 

polypropylene to create the labyrinth and additional funding to help with the cost of production of 

laminated prayer cards, hospitality, and so on. 

 

The Prayer Labyrinth had its first use this month on 

the two Y6 Transition Days, providing a quieter 

lunchtime activity on the reception side of the 

grounds.  Owing to the gentle breeze making paper 

flowers tricky to work with outside, Sinead L, 

Chaplaincy Student Leader, suggested using mini 

whiteboards for the students to draw a flower or 

write on their gratitude list, which proved to be a 

very practical and successful solution!   

Thanks to Michael D and Francine G, Caritas Student Leaders, Roshni G, Chaplaincy Student Leader, and 

Lyana L and Dani N, two new recruits from Y9, who gave up their lunchtimes to run this activity for the 

soon-to-be Y7s.  Next year, we hope to be able to take it out to some feeder primary schools. 

Mary Lee 

Set Painting for Oliver 
 

A group of pupils from all year groups in the school have supported the school 
production by spending time painting the set for Oliver.  Pupils worked 
tirelessly, even during Saturdays, to paint an atmospheric London scene. 
Cabhan Y (year 7), Felicity B (year 8), Gabby A (year 7) and Calista A (year 5). 
Painted the majority of the scene, including the River, sky and buildings.  A 
group of year 10 pupils: Lei C, Katy l, Rose C, Dan M, Hannah J, Jessica H, 
Francine G, Beth McC, Shreshta M and Louisa P supported adding in details of 
windows and walls and adding shade and texture as well as painting the bridge. 
They were also supported by Shadrack BK (year 7) and Helen Z (year 11).  
All pupils demonstrated dedication, enthusiasm and artistic talent to support 
the school community. The final result has created a beautiful backdrop to the 

play and all pupils should feel very proud of their accomplishment. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr York 
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Sports Day – Monday 15th July 

A fantastic day for school records, with O Brennan breaking the Year 8 boys 100 

meters record which had stood for 42 years! Congratulations to him, all the other 

record breakers, and all who took part and supported their houses. Well done to 

St. Benedict for their overall win! 
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SPORT DAY RECORDS 2019 

 

NAME EVENT NEW RECORD 
2019 

 

OLD RECORD DATE 

S CAMBI YEAR 10 GIRLS 
300M 

 

46.85s 49.37s 2018 

S O`LOUGHNANE YEAR 10 BOYS 
400M 

 

52.97s 55.86s 2006 

D GEORGE YEAR 9 GIRLS 
100M 

 

12.59s 13.55s 2017 

D GEORGE YEAR 9 GIRLS 
LONG JUMP 

 

5.16m 4.89m 2017 

M PERRYMENT YEAR 9 GIRLS 
HIGH JUMP 

 

1.45m 1.44m 2007 

O BRENNAN YEAR 8 BOYS 
100M 

 

11.88s 12.00s 1977 

S HUMPHREYS YEAR 8 BOYS 
300M 

 

42.34s 43.44s 2015 

E PERKS 
 

YEAR 8 
GIRLS 

DISCUS 

19.53m 19.02m 2000 

YEAR 9F GIRLS 
E Blackburn, 

D George, 
D Diallo, 
S Hunt. 

YEAR 9 GIRLS 
4 X 100M 

RELAY 
 

57.57s 57.89s 2010 

 

Victrix Ludorum K Crow 

Victor Ludorum  S O’Loughnane 
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FINAL RESULTS 

HOUSE PLACE HOUSE POINTS 

 

Year 7 

ST BENEDICT 1ST 60 

ST DOMINIC 2ND 50 

ST GREGORY 3RD 40 

ST FRANCIS 4TH 30 

ST CLARE 5TH 20 

ST ANTHONY 6TH 10 

 

YEAR 8 

ST BENEDICT/ST DOMINIC =1ST 55 each 

ST FRANCIS 3RD 40 

ST ANTHONY 4TH 30 

ST GREGORY 5TH 20 

ST CLARE 6TH 10 

 

YEAR 9 

ST FRANCIS 1ST 60 

ST ANTHONY 2ND 50 

ST DOMININC 3RD 40 

ST BENEDICT 4TH 30 

ST GREGORY 5TH 20 

ST CLARE 6TH 10 

 

YEAR 10 

ST BENEDICT 1ST 60 

ST FRANCIS 2ND 50 

ST DOMINIC 3RD 40 

ST GREGORY 4TH 30 

ST ANTHONY 5TH 20 

 

Gold Medal = St. Benedict 

Silver Medal = St. Dominic 

Bronze Medal = St. Francis 

= 4th = St. Anthony 

= 4th = 

6th = St. Clare 
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French Trip to Boulogne 

On Saturday 6th July Mr Crook, Miss Fontenoy, and Mrs Curran took 

thirty-six Year 7 and 8 pupils to Boulogne for a few days. We all had a 

wonderful time! On the Sunday, we went to Parc Astérix, a theme park 

near Paris with lots of rollercoasters and other rides – as far as we are 

aware, everyone kept their nerve and nobody threw up but Mr Crook 

did feel a bit wobbly after going on OzIris.  

 

 

 

On Monday our day started off at a local produce market. The children 

were divided up into small groups and tasked with buying certain 

provisions for our picnic at lunch. Some had to buy fruit, others bread, 

and others charcuterie etc. It was a wonderful opportunity to practise 

our French and try a whole range of new foods. Saucisson de cheval 

anyone? We then went off to investigate some heliculture – that’s snail 

farming to most of us. Who knew that the 200,000 snails were raised 

outside in small paddocks, surrounded by mini electric fences? Most 

pupils who tried the snails went back for seconds and thirds. After the 

snails, we slowly made our way to the seaside for a quick crêpe before 

going to the chocolate factory for a tour and tasting.  

 

In the evening, we explored the old part of Boulogne and wandered 

down to the seaside to watch 

the sun set. C’était magnifique! 

After a morning spent in 

Boulogne doing a language trail 

to practise our French some 

more, we made our way back to 

Basingstoke, very tired but 

excited to tell everybody back at 

school Wednesday morning 

about our adventure. 

 

Mr Crook 
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Hampshire Book Award 

Twelve Y8 students have been meeting up to discuss the merits of books on the Hants Book Award 

shortlist.  On 3rd July they went to the Vyne School to meet with student from other schools in North 

Hampshire.  They spent the morning discussing each of the books in depth, before casting their votes.  

The title ‘Shell’ by Paula Rawsthorne was declared the winner this year.  The students will have the 

opportunity to meet her at an event in 

Winchester this autumn. 

Ms. O’Kelly 

 

Rockets over Hatch Warren! 

During the summer term I have been lucky enough to visit St Mark’s School 

in Hatch Warren, to work with year 5 on their Science project.  We looked at 

forces involved in water-bottle rockets.  They varied the amount of water and 

then timed how long the rockets were in flight. 

Once back in the classroom we discussed why some of the rockets didn’t fly 

and others went across the playground. Year 5 certainly enjoyed their 

secondary school Science experiment, and we hope to return next year.  

Mrs Roberts 

 

Trinity Arts Awards 

During this academic year 26 students across Years 8-10 have been studying hard to achieve their Trinity 

Arts Award Bronze and Silver Level.  Students have been working  on these in their own time, learning 

new arts skills, teaching their parents and friends and leading successful workshops at St. Anne’s and St. 

Bede’s.  I am pleased to say that all students have passed the award.  Clement, Thomas G, Alina, Sarah, 

Sarayu, Dan M, Josh, Bethany M, Louisa, Charlotte C, Cara, Kai and Daisy all achieved Bronze.  Dan M, 

Amelie, Katy, Jess, Amy B, Beth M, Rose, Gabriela, Jenna, Abigail P, Ellie, Charlotte J and Caitlin S all achieve 

their Silver Awards, which is a level 2 qualification, on 

the same level as GCSE’s.  Well done to all the 

students for all their hard work this year!!!!!!  If 

anyone in Year 7, 8 or 9 wants to work towards one 

of these awards, please come and see Mrs Johnson 

when we return in September.  

Mrs Johnson 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiPxNvym77jAhXFxoUKHQ3fDIAQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.hants.gov.uk/jobs/careers/librarycareers&psig=AOvVaw2-FJ-EuiErycAXxpdvf51r&ust=1563530698956348
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjhhYvCp77jAhUMQRoKHbSrBiMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://odditymall.com/water-bottle-rocket-kit&psig=AOvVaw19tBNCzLc8zAJ3LgL8nG4E&ust=1563533783214607
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Year 10 Duke of Edinburgh Award 

 

The staff DofE team are 

beaming with pride after 

all 42 of our pupils 

successfully finished their 

Bronze Expedition on 

Thursday 18th July! 

 

We had a fun two days in 

the New Forest camping 

at Roundhill campsite 

near Brockenhurst. The 

students planned and 

walked routes covering on 

average 12km per day. 

They have to adhere to 

the 20 conditions of the 

award in order to pass the 

expedition section. They 

must be self-sufficient carrying all they need as a team including food, tents and emergency equipment.  

 

The students have been working well towards their award throughout year 10 choosing different 

activities for each of the skills, volunteering and physical sections.  

 

Congratulations to the students who have finished all of their sections and have now completed their 

full bronze award.  

 

A special thank you to all the staff who have helped run the award this year Mrs Robinson, Mrs York, Mr 

Lewis, Mrs Oakes, Mr Hickey, Miss Taylor and Mrs Cooper.  

Mrs Cooper 
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Oliver! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And last but by no means least, we must say a huge well done to all the cast and supporting staff involved 

in our school production of Oliver.  It’s a miracle that they manage to pull off such a spectacular show 

right at the very end of the academic year!  This year also had the additional challenge of three different 

casts for the main roles which gave more students the chance to have their moment in the 

spotlight.  Rehearsals for this started just after Easter, so it’s been a very hectic schedule to get this big 

show ready in time.  A thousand thank-yous to everyone involved but also to parents for ferrying them to 

and from rehearsals and helping with learning lines! 

Thank you to all the families who came to support the production and a massive congratulations to all 

involved a well deserved standing ovation for our third and final performance we are all very proud of 

you. 

Mr Newman-Farr, Mrs Smith, Mrs Johnson and Miss Hutchins 

Bishop Philip writes in his latest Diocesan e-newsletter… 

Dear Friends, 

As our schools begin this week to break up for the summer 

holidays, we wish all staff and students, and all the parents and 

governors of our Catholic schools a very happy time of 

recreation! We thank God for all their good work over the year 

and for all they do to hand on the Faith to the young. Let’s keep 

in our prayers those who will be receiving exam results at some 

point over the next weeks and also those leaving school for work 

or for university. 

 

We in turn pray for Bishop Philip and his ministry to us. 


