
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6 January 2023 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Friends, 
 
Happy New Year! 
 
I hope you and your families had a joyful and peaceful Christmas holiday. It was good to welcome everyone back 
yesterday, well rested and ready for the new term. 
 
Yesterday, with the universal Church, we mourned and prayed for Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI who died on new year’s 
eve. A great theologian and prolific writer, many people will remember his state visit here in 2010. Some of our 
students, staff and families went to two unforgettable events - the vigil in Hyde Park and the Mass of the beatification 
of (now Saint) John Henry Newman. 
 
A new year’s resolution if you needed one, is to consider Pope Benedict’s words, when he addressed young people 
during his visit to Westminster Cathedral: 
 

"I ask each of you first and foremost to look into your own 
heart, think of all the love that your heart was made to receive, 
and also love it is meant to give, after all we were made for 
love. We were made to receive love, and we have.  
 
Every day we should thank God for the love we have already 
known. For the love that has made us who we are. The love 
that is shown us what is truly important in life. We need to 
thank the Lord for the love we have received from our families, 
our friends, our teachers, and all those people in our lives who 
have helped us to realise how precious we are in their eyes, 
and in the eyes of God.” 
 

Today we celebrate the feast of the Epiphany, the revelation of Jesus 
to the wise men. Their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh symbolise 
the identity of the Christ child as King, God and Human.  
 
At Mass, Fr. Paul spoke to us about the joy we feel, not just in receiving, 
but in giving gifts to others. He challenged us to reflect on the gifts, 
however humble, and whether they be time, gratitude or service, we 
might give Our Lord this year. 

 
With very best wishes and prayers for a happy and successful new year. 
 
God bless, 
 
John Wright 
Headteacher 
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